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Introduction

The objectives of this study were to understand:
« Canadians’ level of trust in their federal party leaders;

 Whether Canadians think that political processes inevitably lead to
corruption and unethical behaviour;

 Which unethical behaviours Canadians believe to be most relevant to
whether a politician is fit for office;

 Whether perceptions of unethical behaviour on the part of political
leaders has affected Canadians’ voting habits;

 How Canadians think unethical behaviour should be ‘policed.’
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Methodology

« This survey was a stand-alone module within a larger survey conducted by the Local Parliament Project
(LPP).

« The survey was aimed at the Canadian general population, stratified on province and balanced on gender
and age. We aimed for 50% men and 50% women. We aimed to have 28% of our respondents aged
18-34, 27% aged 35-49 and 46% aged 50 and higher. Our provincial targets follow the relative
demographic weights of the provinces.

« Sampling for this module occurred between September 14th and October 6, 2015.

« The final sample for this module contains 1513 respondents. Quantities are representative of English-
speaking Canadian citizens over the age of 18, with a credibility interval of 2.52 percentage points, 19
times out of 20.

« The questions in thus survey module replicate many of the questions asked in our previous survey,
"Public Perceptions of the Ethics of Political Leadership," Nov. 5, 2014.
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Satisfaction: Specific Political Leaders

How satisfied are you with the ethical behaviour of the following individuals?

Leader of the Federal Green Party, Elizabeth May H 27%

Leader of the Federal NDP, Tom Mulcair _ 28%
Leader of the Federal Liberal Party, Justin Trudeau _ 36%
Prime Minister and leader of the Federal Conservative Party, Stephen Harper _ 22%

Your local Member of Parliament _ 30%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

M (1-3) Not Satisfied
M (4-6) Moderately Satisfied
(7-9) Satisfied

¥ Don't Know
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Statements About Ethics

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

| |38% | | ﬁi

B Completely disagree

B Somewhat Disagree

Politics by its very nature is a dirty game, so unethical behaviour is inevitable.

The pressure to make big promises during a campaign contributes to unethical behaviour.

!

Only unethical people go into politics.

Politics has a tendency to corrupt otherwise honest people.

Somewhat Agree

0% DS o« compretely Agree
¥ Don't Know

| T ———

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

A politician who is dishonest in his or her personal life cannot be trusted in their professional
role.

Most politicians try their best to do what is in the public interest.

w
w
X

Most "political scandals" are made up by opposing parties trying to score political points.

The media makes politicians seem more corrupt than they are.
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Ethics and Personal Behaviour

How relevant are the following to whether or not a politician should be considered fit for office?

Getting charged with a criminal offence while in office 78%
A past fraud conviction 78%
72%

A past conviction for domestic abuse

A past conviction for drunk driving 48% H(1-3) Not Relevant

B (4-6) Moderately Relevant

(7-9) Relevant

Addiction issues 60%

H Don't Know

Owing outstanding taxes 67%

|I|‘I”
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Failing to pay child support 64%

Marital infideltes m 31%
| | |
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Voting Behaviour

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

When | believe a politician or political party has acted unethically, | will vote
for another party even if they don’t best represent my values.

M Strongly Disagree
B Somewhat Disagree
Political corruption in Canada has led me to stop voting. Somewhat Agree
B Strongly Agree

¥ Don't Know

| always vote for the same party.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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‘Policing’ Ethical Behaviour

How much responsibility should each of the following actors have when it
comes to monitoring and enforcing political ethics in Canada?

21%

IRRRRENNI

Activist groups

i

Whistleblowers 37%

The media 36%

Voters at election time _ 62% ¥ (1-3) Not Responsible
] H (4-6) Moderately Responsible
J H Don't Know
Auditors General _ 59%
An independent ethics commissioner _ 63%
The leaders of political parties F 64%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Key Findings

 Just 1/3 of Canadians say that they are “satisfied” with the ethical
behaviour of the leaders of our federal political parties.

« Canadians reject the idea that only unethical people go into politics;
instead, they lay blame on pressure to make campaign promises, and
believe that politics has a tendency to corrupt otherwise honest people.

 Most Canadians believe that a person who is dishonest in his or her
personal life cannot be trusted in their professional role.

» Perceptions of ethics matter to how Canadians vote: in the face of
perceived corruption, some Canadians vote for a different party, while
others claim to avoid voting altogether.

« Canadians believe that responsibility for ‘policing’ ethical behaviour in
politics rests with party leaders and with voters at election time.
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Thank you

For more information contact:
Prof. Chris MacDonald,
Director, Ted Rogers Leadership Centre

Ryerson University

chris.macdonald@ryerson.ca
416-979-5000 x6903




