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Office of the Conflict of Interest and Ethics Commissioner 
ATTN: Konrad von Finckenstein, Commissioner 
Parliament of Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A6 
 
Via email: info@cie.parl.gc.ca 
 
November 14, 2025 
 
 
RE: Request for public statement on whether Member of the House of 

Commons Chris d’Entremont violated subsection 2(b) of the Conflict of 
Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons 

 
 
Dear Commissioner von Finckenstein: 
 
I am writing to request a public statement on whether Member of the House of 
Commons (MP) Chris d’Entremont violated subsection 2(b) of the Conflict of 
Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons (MP Code), which can be 
viewed at: 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/procedure/standing-orders/appa1-e.html, when he 
crossed the floor leaving the Conservative Party caucus to join the Liberal Part 
caucus. 
 
Incredibly, MPs from all parties have chosen to prohibit members of the public, 
who employ and pay all MPs and you, and in whose interests all of you are 
supposed to be serving, from filing requests under section 27 of the MP Code for 
an inquiry by you concerning whether an MP has violated any provision of the 
MP Code that would result in a public ruling issued by you under section 28 of 
the MP Code.   
 
As a result, all that I can request is that you make a public statement concerning 
the scope and requirements of section 2 of the MP Code generally, and 
subsection 2(b) specifically, to give more details than your public statements to 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/procedure/standing-orders/appa1-e.html
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date have given concerning section 2, and how the provisions in section 2 apply 
to floor-crossings in general, and MP d’Entremont’s floor-crossing specifically. 
 
On p. 8 of your 2024-2025 Annual Report: Conflict of Interest Act at: 
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2025/ccie-ciec/ET1-3-2025-
eng.pdf 
you stated: 

“The Conflict of Interest Code for Members of the House of Commons 
requires Members to avoid both real and apparent conflicts of interest.” 

 
While you did not specify it in the report, the only section of the MP Code that 
mentions real and apparent conflicts of interest is section 2, specifically 
subsections 2(b) and (d).  The fact that you said in your report that the MP Code 
“requires” MPs to avoid these conflicts of interest makes it clear that your position 
is that the provisions in section 2 are requirements – that it is an enforceable 
section of the MP Code and that you will issue rulings on alleged violations of the 
provisions in section 2. 
 
Subsection 2(b) of the MP Code states that MPs are required to: 

“to fulfill their public duties with honesty and uphold the highest standards so 
as to avoid real or apparent conflicts of interests, and maintain and enhance 
public confidence and trust in the integrity of each member and in the House 
of Commons”. 

 
By switching from the Conservative Party caucus to the Liberal Party caucus, MP 
Chris d’Entremont has not fulfilled his public duties with honesty, and he has not 
upheld the highest standards so as to maintain and enhance public confidence 
and trust in his integrity. 
 
After running as a Conservative Party candidate in the federal election and being 
elected, Mr. d’Entremont is quoted in both the article and the video piece at: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/chris-d-entremont-only-
conservative-re-elected-nova-scotia-1.7522069  
as saying: 

D'Entremont said the provincial Progressive Conservatives and the federal 
Conservatives would be wise to move closer together. 
"There just seems to be always that question of whether we're actually the 
same kind of Conservative," d'Entremont said. 
"We're a bigger tent sometimes than what maybe some of the other 
mainstream parties are — but we all have the same issues at heart and I 
think we should be working much closer together." 

 
You can see MP d’Entremont’s full record as an MP since the last federal 
election at: 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en/chris-dentremont(49344)#work.  
 
As you can see in the House of Commons Hansard for June 10, 2025 at: 

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2025/ccie-ciec/ET1-3-2025-eng.pdf
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2025/ccie-ciec/ET1-3-2025-eng.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/chris-d-entremont-only-conservative-re-elected-nova-scotia-1.7522069
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/chris-d-entremont-only-conservative-re-elected-nova-scotia-1.7522069
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Members/en/chris-dentremont(49344)#work
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https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/45-1/house/sitting-12/hansard,  
MP Chris d’Entremont, after taking his oath as a Conservative MP, stated: 

“Mr. Speaker, it is an incredible honour for me to rise today in the 45th 
Parliament as the elected member for the extraordinary riding of Acadie—
Annapolis. I want to sincerely thank the residents of Acadie—Annapolis for 
once again placing their trust in me to be their voice in Ottawa.” (p. 734 of 
Hansard PDF) 

 
As well, that day MP d’Entremont voted in favour of the motion proposed by 
Conservative MP Jasraj Hallan (Calgary East) concerning the business of supply 
(p. 746 of Hansard PDF). 
 
As you can see in the House of Commons Hansard for September 25, 2025 at: 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/45-1/house/sitting-29/hansard, 
MP Chris d’Entremont stated: 

“My campaign team and volunteers are the best.” (p. 2149 of Hansard PDF) 

… 
“I want to speak in support of the Conservative motion, because Canadians 
are hurting…. Canada is a wealthy country, but under the current Liberal 
government's mismanagement, taxpayers are feeling the pinch and their 
hard-earned money is being wasted.”  (p. 2149 of Hansard PDF) 
… 
“Since I was first elected here in 2019, the cost of living has skyrocketed. 
Even then, families in West Nova, as it was called at the time but is now 
Acadie—Annapolis, were struggling. We warned that the Liberals' out-of-
control spending and massive deficits were irresponsible, but of course they 
did not listen. Now, after six months under a new Prime Minister, who 
promised financial discipline, Canadians are still waiting. He said that he 
would be judged by the costs at the grocery store. Well, Canadians are 
judging him, and they are not impressed. 
Instead of delivering relief, the government delayed its budget. We are still 
waiting for a budget; we have not seen one in a year and a half because the 
Prime Minister is projecting a deficit of over $92 billion. That is a monstrous, 
irresponsible burden on future generations. We will hear, I am sure, maybe in 
the questions, that they are talking about a “generational investment”, but 
really it is a generational debt that my kids, their kids and their kids' kids are 
going to have to try to pay in one way or another, one that causes inflation 
and extra costs to future generations. 
While the government boasts about withdrawing the carbon tax, it left in place 
the industrial carbon price on fertilizers and farm equipment. That is not relief; 
that is just politics. The result is that food inflation is 70% higher than the 
Bank of Canada forecast. Since the Liberals came to power, food prices have 
risen by 40%. We have heard it many times here today. It is deliberate, and it 
is unacceptable. It is inhumane for a G7 country. 
… 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/45-1/house/sitting-12/hansard
https://www.ourcommons.ca/documentviewer/en/45-1/house/sitting-29/hansard
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While the government claims to be putting money back into taxpayers' 
pockets, it continues to take it away through many other means. 
… 
Rather than the fishery being treated like the safe and healthy food source 
that it is, it is being squeezed by competing federal initiatives that do not take 
into consideration coastal communities, which are a long way from a lot of the 
services in urban areas, but that are providing safe food products for 
consumption. 
… 
This Conservative motion calls on the government to eliminate the carbon tax 
on fertilizer and farm equipment. It is not just policy, it is survival. We need 
affordable food. We need responsible governance. We need to stop taxing 
the grocery basket. We need to do everything within our powers as legislators 
here in the House of Commons to ease the burden that Nova Scotians and 
Canadians are seeing at the grocery store. What has been happening is 
absolutely the opposite.  
I urge members to vote with us. Let us work together. We hear a lot of that 
here in the House of Commons, especially from the government side, where 
members say that we should just work with them. A number of suggestions 
have come from the opposition side, whether from the Conservatives, the 
Bloc or other opposition members, for finding ways to work with the 
government, but the government continues to close its ears and not listen to 
the good ideas that come from opposition members. Let us work together for 
Canadians, our economy and our future.” (p. 2150 of Hansard PDF) 

 
As you can see in the list of votes by MP d’Entremont in the current Parliament 
from Monday, May 26, 2025 to Monday, November 3, 2025 at: 
https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/chris-dentremont(49344)/votes, 
he has voted with the opposition Conservative Party caucus in every one of the 
49 votes. 
 
On Tuesday, November 4, 2025, MP d’Entremont switched from the 
Conservative Party caucus to the Liberal Party caucus.  The move was first 
reported by Politico in the morning that day, as summarized in this Politico article 
posted at 3:38 pm ET that day: 
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/04/dentremont-considering-canada-
liberal-government-00635851.  
 
As the article states:  

Earlier in the day, d’Entremont told POLITICO he was thinking about crossing 
the floor, and that he would decide “in the next few days” after reviewing the 
federal budget. 
Shortly after the story was published, he resigned from the Conservative 
caucus and joined the Liberal Party. 

 
Based on this article, MP d’Entremont crossed the floor to join the Liberal Party 
before the Liberal budget was made public at 4:00 pm that day. 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/chris-dentremont(49344)/votes
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/04/dentremont-considering-canada-liberal-government-00635851
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/04/dentremont-considering-canada-liberal-government-00635851
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The Liberal Party issued a statement that day from MP d’Entremont which you 
can see at: 
https://liberal.ca/statement-from-mp-chris-dentremont/ that says: 

“Earlier this afternoon, upon the presentation of the 2025 Budget, I informed 
the Leader of the Opposition, the Opposition House Leader, and the Speaker 
of the House of Commons that I had resigned from the Conservative caucus. 
“After serious consideration and thoughtful conversations with constituents 
and my family, I came to a clear conclusion: there is a better path forward for 
our country — and a better path forward for Acadie-Annapolis. 
“Prime Minister Mark Carney is offering that path with a new Budget that hits 
the priorities I have heard most in my riding, to build strong community 
infrastructure and grow a stronger economy.  
“That is why I am joining the Government caucus. 
“After five years of serving in opposition, the people of Acadie-Annapolis and 
all Canadians know that the moment we face today needs all of us to lead — 
not with complaint, but with confidence in a strong future.  
“This is an important moment for the country to come together, and I am 
looking forward to working with the Prime Minister to build the strong 
economic future that all our communities deserve.” 

 
According to the Politico article linked above, Mr. d’Entremont’s statement seems 
to make the false claim that he decided after the presentation of the Liberal 
government’s budget to switch to the Liberal caucus. 
 
On Wednesday, November 5, 2025, MP d’Entremont offered a different reason 
for leaving the Conservative Party caucus, as reported in this CBC article: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/chris-dentremont-liberals-poilievre-9.6967559. 
In the article, MP d’Entremont acknowledges that it was an issue for him that the 
Conservative Party did not back him to serve again as Deputy Speaker of the 
House of Commons, a position that, under section 60 of the Parliament of 
Canada Act, is paid additional income above the base salary for an MP. 
 
On Sunday, November 9, 2025, MP d’Entremont offered another different reason 
for leaving the Conservative Party caucus, as reported in this CBC article: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/yelling-conservative-leadership-dentremont-
9.6972680.  As the note at the bottom of the article correcting the article states, 
MP d’Entremont misled CBC is his initial statement concerning the new reason 
he was claiming for leaving the Conservative caucus, as the note says: 

“In a previous version of this story, Nova Scotia MP Chris d’Entremont told 
CBC News that Conservative House leader Andrew Scheer and party whip 
Chris Warkentin pushed d’Entremont's assistant aside. D'Entremont has 
since clarified his statement to CBC News, alleging that the Conservatives 
pushed open the door to his office, almost knocking over his assistant. The 
headline and article have been updated.” 
 

https://liberal.ca/statement-from-mp-chris-dentremont/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/chris-dentremont-liberals-poilievre-9.6967559
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/p-1/section-60.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/yelling-conservative-leadership-dentremont-9.6972680
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/yelling-conservative-leadership-dentremont-9.6972680
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Reporting on the reaction of voters in MP d’Entremont’s electoral district shows 
that he has betrayed many voters who supported him in the last election and as a 
Conservative MP as can be seen in this Tri-County Vanguard article: 
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/hes-just-another-traitor-chris-dentremonts-
party-switch-stirs-passionate-responses 
and this Tri-County Vanguard article: 
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/tri-county-vangaurd/mp-chris-dentremonts-
decision-to-join-the-liberal-caucus-both-welcomed-and-met-with-anger 
and this Tri-County Vanguard article: 
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/tri-county-vangaurd/i-just-had-enough-of-
the-negativity-mp-chris-dentremont-talks-about-why-he-crossed-the-floor  
and this Global TV piece: 
https://globalnews.ca/video/11513625/i-dont-like-it-nova-scotia-riding-reacts-to-
mp-chris-dentremonts-defection  
and this CBC article: 
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/chris-d-entremont-reaction-in-nova-
scotia-9.6968088 
and this CTV News article: 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/atlantic/nova-scotia/article/nova-scotians-react-to-
dentremont-crossing-the-floor-to-join-liberals/. 
 
An MP crossing the floor from one party to another just six months after an 
election, when nothing has changed in either party in terms of party leader or 
party policy, is clearly a dishonest act, especially in the case of MP d’Entremont 
given he has given dishonest reasons for crossing the floor.   
 
An MP crossing the floor from one party to another just six months after an 
election, when nothing has changed in either party in terms of party leader or 
party policy, is also a fundamental violation of voter rights.  Several studies over 
the past 20 years have shown that only five to 15 percent of voters cast their 
ballot based on the identity of the local candidate, while the rest vote based on 
the party or party leader.1  As a result, an MP deciding on their own, without any 
meaningful, comprehensive, demographically representative consultation with 
voters in their district (talking to a few constituents as MP d’Entremont did is far 
from adequate), to switch parties is similar to a dictator making a decision that 
they claim is in the public’s interest. 

 
1 André Blais, Elisabeth Gidengil, Alexandra Dobrzynska, Neil Nevitte and Richard Nadeau, 

“Does the local candidate matter? Candidate effects in the Canadian Election of 2000,” (2003), 
36(3) Canadian Journal of Political Science 657.  Jason Roy and Christopher Alcantara, “The 
candidate effect: Does the local candidate matter?” (2015) 25(2) Journal of Elections, Public 
Opinion, and Parties 195.  Amanda Bittner, “Leaders always mattered: The persistence of 
personality in Canadian elections,” (August 2018), Vol, 54, Electoral Studies 297.  Benjamin Allen 
Stevens, Md Majahedul Islam, Roosmarjin de Gues, Jonah Goldberg, John R. McAndrews, Alex 
Mierke-Zatwarnicki, Peter John Loewen and Daniel Rubenson, ”Local Candidate Effects in 
Canadian Elections,” (2019) Vol. 52(1) Canadian Journal of Political Science 83. Semra Sevi, 
Marco Mendoza Aviña and André Blais, “Reassessing Local Candidate Effects,” (2022) 55 
Canadian Journal of Political Science 480.  All of these studies hereinafter cited as “Party vs. 
local candidate effects studies”). 
 

https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/hes-just-another-traitor-chris-dentremonts-party-switch-stirs-passionate-responses
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/hes-just-another-traitor-chris-dentremonts-party-switch-stirs-passionate-responses
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/tri-county-vangaurd/mp-chris-dentremonts-decision-to-join-the-liberal-caucus-both-welcomed-and-met-with-anger
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/tri-county-vangaurd/mp-chris-dentremonts-decision-to-join-the-liberal-caucus-both-welcomed-and-met-with-anger
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/tri-county-vangaurd/i-just-had-enough-of-the-negativity-mp-chris-dentremont-talks-about-why-he-crossed-the-floor
https://www.saltwire.com/nova-scotia/tri-county-vangaurd/i-just-had-enough-of-the-negativity-mp-chris-dentremont-talks-about-why-he-crossed-the-floor
https://globalnews.ca/video/11513625/i-dont-like-it-nova-scotia-riding-reacts-to-mp-chris-dentremonts-defection
https://globalnews.ca/video/11513625/i-dont-like-it-nova-scotia-riding-reacts-to-mp-chris-dentremonts-defection
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/chris-d-entremont-reaction-in-nova-scotia-9.6968088
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/chris-d-entremont-reaction-in-nova-scotia-9.6968088
https://www.ctvnews.ca/atlantic/nova-scotia/article/nova-scotians-react-to-dentremont-crossing-the-floor-to-join-liberals/
https://www.ctvnews.ca/atlantic/nova-scotia/article/nova-scotians-react-to-dentremont-crossing-the-floor-to-join-liberals/
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The dishonesty at the core of the floor-crossing by MP d’Entremont and other 
MPs in the past is part of the reason that several surveys show that a large 
majority of Canadian voters do not trust politicians, including a national survey of 
1,515 adult Canadians conducted from January 9 to 18, 2025 that found only 
17% of Canadians trust politicians in general, and a national survey of 1,502 
adult Canadians conducted between January 5-12, 2023 that found only 22% of 
Canadians trust politicians in general.  
 
Finally, as you state on p. 8 of your 2024-2025 Annual Report: Conflict of Interest 
Act: 

“As the Supreme Court of Canada has observed, integrity in the democratic 
process can be harmed just as easily by the appearance of impropriety as by 
the actual impropriety.” 

 
As the above evidence make clear, MP d’Entremont has not fulfilled his public 
duties with honesty, nor has he upheld the highest standards so as to maintain 
and enhance public confidence and trust in his integrity.  As a result, the 
reasonable conclusion is that MP d’Entremont has violated subsection 2(b) of the 
MP Code. 
 
Democracy Watch looks forward to receiving your public statement on this 
situation, and on the scope and effect of section 2 of the MP Code, very soon. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 

Duff Conacher, Board member of Democracy Watch 
On behalf of the Board of Directors of Democracy Watch 

https://getproof.com/news/2025-cantrust-index-reveals-low-trust-among-politicians-and-political-parties-but-an-opportunity-to-rebuild-in-the-new-trade-crisis/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trust-government-recovering-generational-trust-113400888.html

